
Family Spotlight
The Creech Family

Candice, a devoted mother, found herself facing the 
unexpected challenge of displacement when hurricane Ian 
swept through Venice, disrupting the tranquil lives she, 
her daughter Brittany, and grandsons London and Silas 
had built in their beloved hometown. Forced to leave their 
familiar surroundings behind, they sought refuge with a 
family member in Spring Hill.
Despite the setbacks and uncertainties they faced, the 
family remained resilient. Their perseverance paid off 
when, after months of searching, they finally secured an 
apartment on Venice Island in September 2023. They 
settled into their new surroundings, grateful for the 
opportunity to start afresh.
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However, just as they began to find their footing, adversity 
struck once again. The flu swept through their household, 
leaving Candice and Brittany incapacitated and unable to 
work for several days. The financial strain caused by their 
absence from work threatened to destabilize their 
newfound sense of security, casting a shadow of 
uncertainty over their future.

Candice reached out to Family Promise and with 
compassionate support and assistance, Family Promise was 
able to alleviate some of their burdens by providing crucial 
aid in the form of one month's rent, allowing the family to 
remain stably housed and focused on overcoming the 
obstacles that lay ahead.

Mardi Gras 
Celebration

In the News

Mardi Gras Success!
Thank you for attending and supporting our first 
Mardi Gras! The weather was perfect and we 
enjoyed some amazing food from Shuck N' Ale. 
We loved our Mardi Gras themed tunes of Nick 
Sperry from the Tin Can Brass Band and the 
Campbell Brown Blues Band. We held three 
fantastic raffles with people wining cash from 
our 50-50, a Yeti cooler filled with 16 bottles of 
liquor, and a three-night vacation for two!

New Affordable
Housing Community
Coming to Arcadia

Camila Pereira reported on this new 
endeavor on January 30th this year.  

This affordable housing project is a great 
example of the wonderful collaboration it 
takes to enable these kinds of projects to 
take flight. This project will provide twenty-
three units with three bedrooms, two 
bathrooms, and other great amenities. The 
better news is for working families who may 



Exclusive Sponsors

We would like to send a special thank you to all of our 
sponsors! We could not do this without your support!

Mardi Gras Sponsors
Fleur de lis Sponsors

be in a position to afford these $650-$900 per 
month in rent and find that housing stability 
they desperately need. 

At the time the article was published, 13 of 
the 23 units had already been rented. 

The article mentions another similar project 
popping up soon for other Southwest Florida 
areas, including Fort Myers.

Food: Shuck N' Ale
Drink: British Open Pub
Music: Sun Events, Inc.

Green "Faith" Sponsor
Sysco

Purple "Justice" Sponsors

Compass Property Management
Green Fairways Wealth Management

Osprey Nokomis Chamber of Commerce
Paradise Grill

Gold "Power" Sponsors

Steve Boone
Carter Elkins

Courtney Green Premier Sotheby's
International Realty

Check out the link below to watch
the segment and read the article. 

Click to Read Full Article

https://default.salsalabs.org/T6cd5eaa9-397a-4003-b63a-019e7f3b8833/38ecb6f3-3de5-4571-a4d0-cd2510f034fa
https://default.salsalabs.org/T6cd5eaa9-397a-4003-b63a-019e7f3b8833/38ecb6f3-3de5-4571-a4d0-cd2510f034fa
https://default.salsalabs.org/T42531985-4a8d-4104-89df-f54a1e7dfc77/38ecb6f3-3de5-4571-a4d0-cd2510f034fa
https://default.salsalabs.org/T42531985-4a8d-4104-89df-f54a1e7dfc77/38ecb6f3-3de5-4571-a4d0-cd2510f034fa


Mardi Gras Picture Gallery 
Enjoy!

https://default.salsalabs.org/Te1e6d1a6-d872-40bc-8239-15f833bee8b2/38ecb6f3-3de5-4571-a4d0-cd2510f034fa


From the Director

Jennifer Fagenbaum 
Executive Director
941-497-9881 x106
jf@familypromisessc.org
www.familypromisessc.org

Jennifer Fagenbaum is a member of Sertoma Club of 
Venice, and together with Fox Lea Farm, is excited to

announce the 3rd Annual Fox Lea Community Charity 
Challenge!  This exciting event will continue to bring 
Charities from around Venice together in a lighthearted
Ride/ Drive Relay Competition on March 1st at Fox Lea. 
We would like to invite YOU to be a part of it!

Here's how it works:

Each charity will choose a celebrity driver and navigator to 
drive a relay course in a golf cart.  Again this year, Family 
Promise SSC's Driver is Michael Bacon and our 
Navigator is Chad Fagenbaum. Each charity is paired 
with a horse and rider from Fox Lea to complete their Ride/
Drive Relay Team.  The relay teams will each be timed on 
the Show Jumping course and ranked according to finish 
times.  1st, 2nd, 3rd, and last place teams will receive prize 
money and bragging rights!

We invite you come out and to join the festivities, cheer us 
on, and “Play the Ponies”!  

Schedule of Events on March 1st:

2:30pm   Gates Open- $10 per person admission

3:30pm   $10,000 USHJA Int'l Hunter Derby

6:00pm   Ride/ Drive Charity Challenge 

7:00pm   $24,999 Grand Prix Under The Lights

Each charity will receive a minimum of $500 for 
participating.  Guests will be able to "Play the Ponies" at the 
event and those funds will also be divided up among 
participating and winning charity teams.  There will be a
special BONUS to the Charity who has the most supporters 
“Playing” their Pony!

So come out and have some fun with us for a good cause!



We'll be sharing our team members and our Board members with you so you can get to
know who is working so hard to protect children from becoming homeless. We work
tirelessly to provide the best care, programs, and plans for our families. 

Who is Alleyna Collins?
My name is Alleyna Collins, and I am the administrative assistant at Family Promise of 
South Sarasota County. I am from Lima, Ohio and moved to Florida in October 2023 for 
this opportunity! Thankfully, I have many other family members that have also moved to 
the Venice area over the last few years. Those including my dad, brothers, cousins, and 
grandma who visits during the winter months.  

With most of my free time, I am probably at home relaxing with my dog Romeo. But when 
the weather allows it, I will spend a lot of time at the beach. Whether it be swimming in
the ocean, soaking up some sun, or just sitting by the water. I enjoy diving into new 
books, I’m intrigued by all things beauty, and I love to stay active!  

The staff and volunteers here at FPSSC have been so welcoming, patient, and



 understanding with me as I am beginning my new journey here. It is comforting getting up 
each morning and knowing I get to work with these amazing people every day! 

By the Numbers



The Promise Needs You!
Become a Monthly Supporter. Join The Promise.

Mark Your Calendar

3/19/2024 - 3:30 PM - Volunteer Training, 
Held at 720 Shamrock Road, Venice

4/9-10/2024 - Giving Challenge, Stay tuned 
for details!

Volunteer Corner

Volunteer Information & Sign Up

https://default.salsalabs.org/T89fdae2a-db3a-4a04-aa41-e66951bbed7b/38ecb6f3-3de5-4571-a4d0-cd2510f034fa


We're securing our 2024 Housing Hero Annual Sponsorships!
There are great benefits and recognition for your business. Click 

below or contact us at 941-497-9881 for more information.

Become a Housing Hero

https://default.salsalabs.org/Tc94252a7-f368-46f5-9242-199a6e2eedc6/38ecb6f3-3de5-4571-a4d0-cd2510f034fa


Thank You for Your Support
Our programs are supported in full or in part by:

https://default.salsalabs.org/Tb36535e6-21df-43ae-acef-255b6d308321/38ecb6f3-3de5-4571-a4d0-cd2510f034fa
https://default.salsalabs.org/Tb36535e6-21df-43ae-acef-255b6d308321/38ecb6f3-3de5-4571-a4d0-cd2510f034fa
https://default.salsalabs.org/Tc2ced846-20d8-42c2-a159-466e627d3a3c/38ecb6f3-3de5-4571-a4d0-cd2510f034fa
https://default.salsalabs.org/Tc2ced846-20d8-42c2-a159-466e627d3a3c/38ecb6f3-3de5-4571-a4d0-cd2510f034fa
https://default.salsalabs.org/T8d429769-462a-457a-927a-99ac595e4074/38ecb6f3-3de5-4571-a4d0-cd2510f034fa
https://default.salsalabs.org/T8d429769-462a-457a-927a-99ac595e4074/38ecb6f3-3de5-4571-a4d0-cd2510f034fa


Bank of American Client Foundation, Bank of America, N.A. Trustee Jerome & 
Mildred Paddock Foundation

Venice-Nokomis Rotary
Wells Fargo Foundation

Al & Nancy Burnett Foundation
Amazon Smile   
Animal Clinic of Venice  
Annette J. Hagens Memorial Foundation
Bank of America Client Foundation
Boldt Family Charitable Fund
Boone Law Firm
Brave Builders   
BrewBurgers Back Porch               
British Open Pub             
Cadence Bank   
Casa de Wenke Fund
Christ United Methodist Women
Christ Venice Church
Church of the Holy Spirit Osprey, Inc.
Church of the Nativity
Community Foundation of Sarasota County
Compass Property Management
Courtney Green Premier Sotheby's International 
Travel   
Duke Professional Management, LLC       
Emergency Food & Shelter (EFSP, ARPA)
Emmanuel Lutheran Church
Englewood Methodist Church
Epiphany Cathedral
Epiphany Cathedral Council of Catholic Women
Evalyn Sadlier Jones Foundation
Evangelical Covenant Church of Family Promise 
National
First Baptist Church of Venice
FourThought Private Wealth       
Fox Lea Farm, Inc.           
Grace Community Bible Church
Grace United Methodist Church
Grace United Methodist Women
Green Fairways Wealth Management     
Gulf Coast Community Foundation
Hallmark Brokers, Inc.    
Hannum Family Foundation

Harold C. & Jacqueline F. Bladel Foundation
Heron Creek Community Foundation
J2 Solutions, Inc.              
James M. Doss Charitable Foundation
Jerome & Mildred Paddock Foundation
Joyner Family Insurance 
Kathleen K. Catlin Foundation
Lift Church Coffee Bar
Louis & Gloria Flanzer Trust
May Family Foundation
Mothers and Children Charitable Fund
Network For Good          
New World Celts-Venice
Northern Precision, Inc.
Osprey Nokomis Chamber of Commerce
Paradise Grill      
Patrice Weston Insurance Agency, Inc.    
Philadelphia Insurance Company              
Plantation Community Foundation
Potenza Charitable Foundation
Pride Auto Sales               
Publix Super Markets Charities, Inc.
Quinn Charitable Foundation
Robles Law PA  
Royal Venice      
Sarasota County Government    
Sertoma Club of Venice, Florida 
Shuck N' Ale       
South Venice Baptist Church
Southeastern Roofing    
Sun Events, Inc.
Venice Isles, Inc PNC Foundation
Sysco    
The Bridge Church, Inc.
Thompson Thrift Development, Inc          
Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Venice
United Way of South Sarasota County
Venice Golf and Country Club Foundation
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Take Action

Venice Nokomis Rotary 
Venice Police Department            
Venice Presbyterian Church
Venice Presbyterian Church Choir
Venice Print Center         
Venice United Church of Christ

Venice Yacht Club Foundation
VFW Auxiliary 8118        
WAWA Foundation
Westbrook Foundation
William L. Mehserle, Jr. Charitable Fund
Women's Fellowship VUCC

Connect and Share!

Contact Family Promise of South Sarasota County
850 Cockrill Street | Venice, Florida 34285
9414979881 | info@familypromisessc.org

Unsubscribe or Manage Your
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